NATURAL ORIFICE TRANSLUMENAL ENDOSCOPIC SURGERY (NOTES)

Building on an ongoing, collaborative relationship between the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas and the University of Texas at

Arlington, we have formed a NOTES research group consisting of Laparoscopic
Surgeons with expertise in Robotic and Gastrointestinal surgery, Urology, and
Gynecology, Therapeutic Endoscopists, and Engineers experienced in robotic
surgical instrumentation and imaging system design, development, rapid
prototyping and evaluation. The Minimally Invasive Surgery and Urology fellows,
as well as other key research personnel, are included in this team approach.

Dr. Jeffrey Cadeddu (Department of Urology, UT Southwestern Medical Center)
originally conceived the idea of the Magnetic Anchoring and Guidance System
(MAGS) and formed this collaboration in 2001.

The lead engineering expertise for the MAGS platform has been developed by
Raul Fernandez, PhD and Richard Bergs, MS at the Texas Manufacturing and
Assistance Center, Automation and Robotics Research Institute, UT Arlington.

Dr. Daniel Scott (Department of Surgery, UT Southwestern Medical Center)
initiated the NOTES Research Team in 2005, after studying with Dr. Paul Swain
in London, as part of his Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract (SSAT)
Traveling Fellowship. Dr. Shou Jiang Tang (Department of Gastroenterology, UT
Southwestern Medical Center) joined the group and has provided invaluable
expertise as an Advanced Therapeutic Endoscopist.
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